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would appear, that the general effect of British administration has
been to render'feeble the various forces, which were, in old days, work-
ing from within the community itself as a community;1" while,
on the other hand, individualism has become, or is becoming, more
and more prevailing force. Nana Fadanavis, for instance, when the
occasion arose, gave advice "as to what was required to be done, even
in defiance of what was supposed to be right according to existing tra-
ditions. And the Peshva acted on such advice, the Brahmans about
him followed the example, and nobody apparently raised any storm
about it. It does not appear, that the way out of the difficulty which
Nana said would be found after the act itself was done,1** had
even to be sought after. If it had been necessary to seek after it, it
would doubtless have been found—the community being still endowed
with vitality as a community; and it would, no doubt, have been a
way of the same nature as is indicated by the various instances we
have stated. The old rules would, by comisofi, even if tacit, consent
have been gradually relaxed, and in process of time custom would
have sanctified everything. Such a process, I believe, is what might
have been witnessed under Peshva, and even under what may be
called, in the narrower sense, Maratha rule. But such a process hardly
takes place at our present stage of progress, or at all events is incom-
parably more slow and tedious in its operation, whatever British in-
fluence is in other respects powerful. The late Mr. Krishna Shastri
Chiplonkar, thirty years ago, having been supposed to have eaten fiuit
at the table of a European, friend14* was hauled over the coals in
a community where he was a leader of thought. A similar thing
occurred since with similar results. It has been said that the first event
retarded progress, and whether that is true or not, and whether there
has been progress since then or not, it is perfectly clear, that such
progress as there has been is extremely slow. And on the other hand
it has certainly disclosed the existence of persons, to whom the real
gist of the movement under Peshva rule is either unknown or
unacceptable.
"'In the Kayastha Prabhunchi Bakhar (K.P.LS.) p. 9 we read that a dispute
having occurred in these parts between the Brahmans and the Kayastha Pra-
bhus, the matter was referred to the Pandits of Benares, and on their decision
in favour of the Kay as th as, all people in Western India commenced to act in
accordance with that decision, notwithstanding all the previous dissensions.
Some recent doings, however, of a different aspect also find their parallel in
events of the days of Savai Madhavrav. See Kayastha Prabhunchya Itihasachin
Sadhanen (Gramanya) p. 7.
"*See notes (103) and (104) supra. Yet Nana himself, it must never- be
forgotten, was not a sceptic nor free-thinker. See Letters, Memoranda Ac.
(K.I. Sangraha), pp. 34, 39, and V. V. Khare's Life, p. 166, (where the Poet
Moropant is quoted in proof of his piety; see also Sri Siva Kavya, XII, 27.)
He was, im truth, a thoroughly pious Hindu. The pious of the present day, on
the other hand, are still digging into the depths of the Smritis Ac, to disinter
texts justifying a voyage to England, or saying with dicreptt helplessness-—4he
thing is forbidden, and there is an end of the matter as far as we are con-
cerned.
'"See the incident referred to in Dr. Norman Macleod's Peeps at the Far
East, p. 68n and p. 375.

